ARTICLES OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION 
of the 

SANTA ROSA INDIAN COMMUNITY 
SANTA ROSA RANCHERIA 
Kings County, California 


PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the Santa Rosa (Tache) Rancheria, located near the town of 
Lemoore, California, in order to establish a community organization and to 
promote our common welfare do hereby adopt the following Articles of Organization. 

ARTICLE I - Name 


The name of this organization shall be the Santa Rosa Indian Community, herein- 
after referred to as the Community. 

ARTICLE II - Territory 

The jurisdiction of the Community shall extend to the lands now or hereafter 
comprising the Santa Rosa Rancheria. There are at present one hundred and 
seventy (170) acres of rancheria land located in Kings County, California. 

ARTICLE III - Membership 

Section 1. Membership in the Community shall consist of: 

A. Persons of not less than 1/4 degree California Indian blood who- 
hold valid assignments on the Santa Rosa Rancheria and their spouses 
of not less than one-fourth, (1/4) degree California Indian blood. 

B. Descendants of members, provided such descendants are of not less 
than one-fourth (1/4) degree California Indian blood and are residing 
on (he rancheria in the household of the member through whom membership 
is claimed. 

Section 2. The Business Committee, as provided for in Article IV, shall keep 
the membership roll current by removing the names of persons who 
become ineligible for membership or who relinquish their membership 
in writing, and by adding the names of new members. 

ARTICLE IV - Governing Body 

Section 1. The governing body of the Community shall be the General Council 
which shall consist of all members twenty-one (21) years of age or 
over. Each member of the General Council is also a qualified voter. 
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2. The General Council shall elect from its membership by secret 
ballot, a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Secretary, a Treasurer, two 
delegates, and such other officers as it may deem necessary to serve 
as a Business Committee which is empowered to represent the Community 
in all negotiations and relationships between the Community and local. 
State, and Federal governments or agencies, provided that the Business 
Committee shall not commit the Community in any contract, lease, or 
other arrangement unless specifically authorized by resolution of the 
General Council. 

3. Elections of officers shall be held at the April meeting of each 
odd-numbered year. Any member shall, if duly nominated and elected, 
have the right to hold office. Nominations shall be from the floor 
at a General Council meeting held specially for that purpose at least 
two weeks before the election. 

4. All elections, whether for office or referendum, shall be con- 

ducted in accordance with an ordinance or ordinances adopted by the 
General Council and shall be supervised by an? election board to be 
composed of two members of the Business Committee and two members of 
the General Council. The election ordinance shall specify the form 
of the ballot, the polling place, the requirements for public notice, 
the duties of the election board, the use of absentee ballots, and 
such other procedures as are deemed necessary to provide a democratic 
election. : 

5. The officers elected at the election preceding the adoption of 
these articles shall serve as an interim committee until the next 
election to be held in accordance with Section 3 of this Article. 
Thereafter, terms of office shall be for two years or until successsors 
are elected. 

6. Meetings, of the General Council shall be held on the second Wednesday 
of each month. Special meetings may be called at any other time by the 
Chairman or a majority of the members. Special meetings shall be 
publicly noticed for at least ten (10) days in advance of the meeting. 

7. Fifty-one (51) percent of the qualified voters of the Community 
shall constitute a quorum and no business shall be conducted in the 
absence of a quorum. 

ARTICLE V - Vacancies and Recall 

1. If an officer shall die, resign, or be recalled from his office or 
found guilty of a felony in any State or Federal court, the office shall 
be automatically vacated. 


2 



Section 2. Any office which is vacated shall be filled by the General Council 
at its next meeting and such replacement shall serve the unexpired term 
of office. 

Section 3. Upon receipt of a petition signed by twenty-five percent (25%) of 
the qualified voters calling for the- recall of an officer, the Business 
Committee shall hold a recall election within thirty (30) days. The 
decision of a majority of those voting in such recall election shall 
govern provided that at least sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66 2/3%) 

, of the eligible voters shall vote in the election. 

ARTICLE VI - Powers of the Governing Body 

Section 1. The General Council shall have the powers and responsibilities 

hereafter provided, subject to any limitation imposed by the statutes 
or the Constitution of the United States. 

A. To negotiate with. Federal, State, and local governments and to 
advise and consult with representatives of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
on all activities of the Bureau as they may affect the rancheria. 

B. To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees 
to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his 
authorized representative. t_ 

C. To veto any sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of Community 
lands, interests in lands, or other assets of the Community made by 
any authority other than the General Council. 

D. To establish rules or procedures for the conduct of its affairs. 

The following powers shall be set forth in ordinances or resolutions passed by 
the General Council and approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

E. To make assignments of rancheria lands and to lease rancheria lands. 

F. To administer Community assets and to manage aLl economic affairs 
and enterprises of the Community. 

G. To acquire property and to accept gifts. 

H. To borrow money and pledge the assets of the Community. 

I. To assess fees for payment of expenses of the Community. 
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J. To control future membership, loss of membership and the adoption 
of members. 

K. To delegate any of its authorities or responsibilities to the 
Business Committee or any other committee which it might establish. 

Section 2. Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the General Council, 
but not expressly referred to in this Article, shall not be lost by 
reason of their omission but may be exercised through the adoption of 
appropriate bylaws or amendments.. 

ARTICLE VII - Amendments 


Amendments to these Articles of Organization may be proposed by a majority vote 
of the Community and may be ratified and approved in the same manner as these 
Articles of Organization. 



BYLAWS OF THE SANTA ROSA INDIAN COMMUNITY 
OF THE SANTA ROSA RANCHERIA 

ARTICLE' I - Duties of Officers 

• 

Section 1. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the General Council 

and the Business Committee* He shall execute on behalf of the Community 
all contracts, leases, or other documents approved by the General 
Council. He shall have general supervision of all other officers, 
employees, and committees of the Community and see that their duties are 
properly performed. When neither the General Council nor the Business 
Committee is in session, he shall be the official representative of the 
Community. The Chairman shall vote in the case of a tie vote in either 
the General Council or Business Committee meetings. 

Section 2. The Vice-Chairman in the absence of the Chairman shall have the 
power and authority of the Chairman and may, if authorized by the - 
Chairman, assist the Chairman in the performance of his duties. 

Section 3. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all Community and Business 
Committee meetings and shall certify the enactment of all resolutions 
and ordinances. He shall attend to the giving of all notices required 
by the Constitution and shall receive all petitions provided for in 
the Articles on behalf of the General Council. Copies of all minutes, 
resolutions, or other enactments shall be submitted to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs through the local office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
as soon after enactment as possible. 
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Section 4, The Treasurer shall have care and custody of all valuables of the 
Community < He shall carry out the financial directives of the General 
Council, receive all local monies of the Community and keep an accurate 
account of receipts and disbursements* Funds shall be deposited in a 
Community account in a local bank selected by the General Council where 
depositor's funds are insured by Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 

All disbursements shall be made by check in accordance with resolutions 
of the General Council* He shall file a bond satisfactory to the General 
Council and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs when either are of the 
opinion sufficient funds have accumulated in the Community treasury. 

The General Council shall authorize the payment of the annual bond premium 
from the local Community funds. The Treasurer shall give a financial 
report at all General Council meetings and all financial records shall 
be available for inspection by officers of the General Council, members 
of the Community, and representatives of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs* 

Section 5. The delegates shall assist the Chairman in carrying out the responsi- 
bilities assigned to the Business Committee by the General Council. 

ARTICLE II - Adoption 

These Articles of Organization, when, adopted by a majority vote of the aduLt Indians 
residing on the Santa Rosa (Kings County) Rancheria, voting at a special election 
called by the Secretary of the Interior at which at least thirty percent (30%) of 
those entitled to vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the 
Interior for his approval, and shall be effective from the date' of such approval. 


CERTIFICATION OF -ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order approved June 13, 1962, by the Assistant Secretary of the * 
Interior, the attached Articles of Organization were submitted for ratification 
to the adult members of the Santa Rosa Rancheria and were on November 28, 1962, 
duly ratified by a vote of 39 for and 1 against, in an. election in which at least 
thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance 
with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), 
as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378 ) 4 


(sgd) Pete Barrios 

Chairman, Santa Rosa Rancheria 
Election Board 


(sgd) Leonard M. Hill 
Area Director 

Approved: John A. Carver , Jr. 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 


Date: Kay 8, 1963 


